
If you missed it you missed out.  What am I talking about—the Potjie competition that 

took place on Saturday.  Well done to all the entrants and especially to Stefan & 

Michelle (the Boere) who won with their potjie.  A good treat, I must add. 

Well I have entered and God willing I will be lining up on the 2 June 2013 and running 

my 10th Comrades.  There were apparently a few problem on Saturday with the open-

ing of online entries but from what I can gather they have all been sorted out, so go on 

and enter. 

This weekend is the SA cross country champs.  We have 13 runners participating.  Why 

not go down to Amanzimtoti and watch our runners perform—I am sure they will appre-

ciate the support. 

Our annual Illovo Christmas challenge race is 

fast approaching.  Please contact Sharon to put 

your name down to assist.  We need lots of 

hands for the 9 December 2012. 

I’m off on holiday to cruise the Med for a few 

weeks so there won’t be a newsletter for a while.  

Until next time, confirm your ticket to the Awards 

evening, dinner/dance and enjoy………... 
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What happened to the Varsity students? 
BY RUNNERS WORLD ON FEBRUARY 17, 2012 By Bruce Fordyce 

MY FAVOURITE 

TWEET OF THE 

WEEK. 

 

Shane Skidmore  @Skiddy100  

Get this 2nd Overall Umko Getfit Chal-
lenge, But 1st Male...Eish!! 14km Trail 
run in 60mins flat...too fast! 
 
 
And who won the run? None other than one 

of our social members, Trish Bahlmann.  

Well done Trish – sponsored by Getfit and 

beating all the guys. 

 

 

 

Does anyone know what has happened to the 

university road runners? As far as I can see 

they’ve vanished or certainly they have be-

come as endangered a species as Africa’s 

rhinos. 

 

20 years ago the universities were a breeding 

ground for road running talent now the stu-

dents seem to have vanished. The gold and 

blue of Wits university has disappeared and 

along with it the blue of UCT, the purple of 

Rhodes, the green and blue of Natal, and the 

maroon of the Maties. 

 

It seems a pity because the Comrades, for 

instance boasts some student winners. I won 

four times in Wits colours and was very proud 

to do so. Dave Levick won in UCT colours as 

did Isavel Roche-Kelly, and Lindsay Weight 

won for Natal. The N.U.A.C. trophy was a tro-

phy awarded at the Comrades prize giving to 

the best university team, and winning it was a 

serious matter for students. I wonder if the 

C.M.A. is aware of its existence. I shudder to 

think that it is probably gathering dust at the 

back of a trophy cabinet somewhere or acting 

as a vase for a bunch of flowers on some 

shelf. 

 

But it isn’t just about the winners. Varsity 

teams dominated many road and cross-

country races. It mattered to students to add 

“athletic team” to their C.V.s. 

 

At my first Comrades, in 1977, the starting 

procedure included the Wits war cry bellowed 

loudly before Max Trimborn’s cockerel crow. It 

was a very raucous war cry because there 

were 75 of us running! 

 

Now if I see blue and yellow/gold colours on 

the road I know they are the colours of Nel-

spruit athletic club, not Wits University. 

Why have the students vanished? Perhaps 

road running is no longer seen as being “ 

cool”. Perhaps other sports like basketball, 

and water polo have replaced running as the 

in thing to do. 

 

Perhaps we have lazier, fatter students? I’m 

puzzled.  

 

Does anyone have any ideas or sugges-

tions about how to bring the youngsters 

back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  DINNER DANCE   

AWARDS EVENING 

                   Friday 26 October 

                   start at 7:00pm 

Westville Country Club.   

Start getting together your table of 

ten.   

 

This is a great evening,  

not only to award people  

but to have some fun  

without running. 

http://comrades.runnersworld.co.za/what-happened-to-the-varsity-students/
http://comrades.runnersworld.co.za/author/amyebedes/
https://twitter.com/Skiddy100
https://twitter.com/Umko
http://comrades.runnersworld.co.za/files/2012/02/bruce-2.jpg


 

 

 

Runners do not need to qualify 
before entering the race. Even 
though it is a prerequisite for par-
ticipation, information can be sup-
plied at a later stage. 

Entries can be done without having 
renewed the provincial license 
number as it can be completed 
later. 

Athletic club membership is not 
optional but it can be done after 
entry. 

Entries open on Thursday, 20 Sep-
tember 2012 (for the 2013 race). 

Closing date for supplying qualify-
ing and club details as well as 
manual entries is Wednesday, 20 
February 2013 (online by 5 March). 

Qualifying from 1 July onwards (no 
longer 1 September) in the year 
prior to participation. 

The race will start at 06:30. 

Runners with five or more medals 
can use the previous year’s race 
as their qualifier. 

Blue/permanent number holders 
do not need to qualify, provided 
they have run in either of the previ-
ous two years. 

Entry fee is R200. 

No downgrades to the Half Mara-
thon are allowed (only substitu-
tions). 

Upgrade fee is the difference be-
tween entry fee + R80 admin fee. 

Race-Tec timing chip is R120 for 
those who don’t own one 

 

 

On the light side: 

 

The first time I met my wife, she was an intense aerobics instructor at my 

health club and I was an out-of-shape new member.  After one gruelling 

workout, I gasped, “this is really helping me get toned.” She looked me up and 

down.  Feeling self-conscious, I added, “Big men run in our family.” 

She raised an eyebrow, “ Apparently not enough”. 

 

My husband was describing our upcoming holiday at a resort to our four chil-

dren, age three to nine.  It was at a place where the beds would be made, the 

meals would be cooked and all the cleaning would be done for us he said.   

Our oldest looked puzzled, “Then what’s mommy coming for” he asked. 

Obituary: 

Our sincere condolences go out to Steve 
Atkins (a founder member and still active 
member of the club) and his family on the 
passing of Delise, wife and mother. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you in 
this sad time. 

Date Name Surname 

1 Francesca Galassi 

2 Michael Rogers 

3 Patricia Bahlmann 

3 Warren Veenman 

4 Megan Rout 

6 Paul Haselau 

8 Tenley Cummings 

8 Garth Skinner 

9 Cliff Robbertze 

9 David Leigh 

10 Andrew Camp 

10 Joanne Bennett 

11 Helen Clark 

12 Grant Lloyd 

12 Wendy Fitzmaurice 

13 Catherine Addis 

14 Lisa Du Plooy 

15 Byron van Deventer 

16 Zanele Nduli 

17 Ann Martin 

18 Nicola Dixon 

20 Paul Lichkus 

20 Tarquin Miller 

22 Tarryn Bell 

23 Clinton Rhodes 

23 Catherine Carminati 

23 Sandy Aiken 

25 Craig Dennill 

27 Jonathan Hotz 

27 Anne Chadwick 

27 Kiara Bell 

30 Bert Barratt 

30 Previn Pillay 

30 Wendy Morgan 

Happy birthday 

Ultra Marathon  

entry changes 

Two Oceans 

 

BAR PERSON REQUIRED: 

Must be able to work every Tuesday 

evening from 5pm - 10pm and other 

days when needed.   

Must be older than 18yrs and have 

own transport. 

Contact: Sharon Schubach 



Upcoming Events 

 

Committee contact details: 
Position Name Email address Cell number 

Chairperson Tammy Dennill tammydennill@hotmail.com  083 222-2339 

Vice Chairperson Fred Mc Kenzie fred@ramses.co.za 082 880-4894 

Treasurer Sharon Schubach itonridge@gmail.com  082 414-1783 

Secretary Jenny Bartlett bartlett.jenny@yahoo.com  083 225-9828 

Men’s Captain Stefan Wilmans stefchell@absamail.co.za  082 532-3766 

Ladies Captain Janine Mazery jmazery@gmail.com  084 444-1976 

XC Captain Kylie Griffin kylie@seifsa.co.za  082 563-0574 

Facilities Captain Paul Pearce paul.pearce@esorfranki.co.za  083 447-7028 

Registrations & Re-

tail 
Sue Smith suesmithvintage@gmail.com  082 921-1175 

Contact Tam-

my if you can 

help with Tent Duty. 

083 222-2339 

SEPTEMBER 2012  
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

          1 2 
  WESTVILLE                       

TIME TRIAL                         
@ 17H45 

    Potjie Com-
petition 

>>>>>>>>>>> 

  Dolphin Coast 
Ultra, half & 

10km                          

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
  WESTVILLE                       

TIME TRIAL                         
@ 17H45 

      X-C    SA CHAMPS 
AMANZIMTOTI                   

@ 09H00 

SPAR Ladies Race 
PMB @ 08H00               
Wings 21,1km                           

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
WESTVILLE                       
TIME TRIAL                         

@ 17H45 

      Ithala Challenge 
Vryheid @ 

06H00 

Orion 21,1km 
@06H00                           

SAPS Striders 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
  WESTVILLE                       

TIME TRIAL                         
@ 17H45 

COMBINED             
TT LEAGUE             
SYDENHAM               

      Township to 
Township        
Marathon                         
@ 05H00 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY WESTVILLE                       

TIME TRIAL                         
@ 17H45 

  LADIES 
LEAGUE             

HILLCREST         

  Tonevale Game 
Park 16km                                      

@ 14H30 

Saints Thorntree 
Challenge                       
15 /10km                            
@ 07H00 

    NOTES: 

    

Details of all events can be found at www.eventtiming.co.za  

mailto:tammydennill@hotmail.com
mailto:fred@ramses.co.za
mailto:sharon@itonridge.co.za
mailto:bartlett.jenny@yahoo.com
mailto:stefchell@absamail.co.za
mailto:jmazery@gmail.com
mailto:kylie@seifsa.co.za
mailto:paul.pearce@esorfranki.co.za
mailto:suesmithvintage@gmail.com

